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SUBJECT: US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT: VISIT OF US DELEGATION 
ON EFFECTS OF CHEMICALS USED IN AGRICULTURE ON FAUNA 
(01.03-41) 

1 . A U.S. DELEGATION IN THE FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
VISITED THE USSR MAY 15-29 UNDER SUBJECT AGREEMENT TO BECOME 
ACQUAINTED WITH RESEARCH HERE ON THE EFFECTS OF AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICALS ON FAUNA, TO EXCHANGE INFORMATION ON RECENT 
RESEARCH FINDINGS, AND TO PLAN FURTHER COOPERATIVE EVENTS UNDER 
THE PROJECT (02.03-41). DURING THEIR STAY, U.S. DELEGATION 

VISITED MOSCOW, KIEV. LENINGRAD AND RIGA. DELEGATION LEADER 
INFORMED SCIENCE OFFICE THAT THE VISIT WAS GENERALLY A GOOD 
ONE, PARTICULARLY AS IT WAS THE FIRST U.S. TRIP TO THE SOVIET UNION 
IN THIS PROJECT. THE SOVIETS, HE ADDED, GAVE THE AMERICAN 
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DELEGATION A GOOD RECEPTION EVERYWHERE AND IN GENERAL PROVIDED 
THEIR U.S. VISITORS SITH THE INFORMATION, THOUGH NOT ALWAYS IN 
DETAIL, WHICH THE U.S. GROUP REQUESTED. 

2. U.S. DELEGATION CONSIDERED THAT THEIR ORIENTATION TRIP OPENED 
BROAD AVENUES FOR SUBSEQUENT COOPERATION. THE SOVIETS, MANIFESTED 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN THE EXPANSION OF COOPERATION, ESPECIALLY 
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WITH RESPECT TO STUDIES OF THE EFFECT ON FAUNA OF FERTILIZERS, 
PESTICIDES AND ANIMAL FEED-LOT RUN-OFF. DELEGATION SAW BENEFITS 
FROM COOPERATION WITH THE SOVIETS IN THIS AREA, PARTICULARLY WITH 
RESPECT TO DEVELOPMENT OF CHEMICALS. THE SOVIETS HAVE DEVELOPED 
FLIFTOR, A VERY EFFECTIVE CHEMICAL FOR CONTROLLING RODENTS, 

WHICH IS OF VERY LITTLE TOXICITY TO ANIMALS AND BIRDS. THE U.S. 
DELEGATION REQUSTED A SAMPLE TO CONFIRM THE APPARENT SUPERIORITY 
OF FLIFTOR OVER AMERICAN CHEMICALS INTENDED TO SERVE THE SAME 
FUNCTION. THE SOVIET MINISTRY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY WILL MAKE A 
DECISION ON WHETHER OR NOT TO PROVIDE NECESSARY FLIFTOR SAMPLE. 

3. THE U.S. DELEGATION MADE A NUMBER OF OBSERVATIONS ABOUT SOVIET 
ACTIVITIES IN THIS AREA: 

(A) THE PRIMARY SOVIET FOCUS IS ON DEGRADABLE, INSTEAD OF ON 
PERSISTENT CHEMICALS. SOVIETS CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE ELIMINATED 
THE USE OF PERSISTENT CHEMICALS SUCH AS DDT BECAUSE OF THE 
RECOGNIZED HEALTH HAZARDS INVOLVED. FURTHERMORE, THE SOVIETS 
CLAIM THEY DECIDED TO CEASE USING DDT IN 1969, SEVERAL YEARS 
BEFORE A SIMILAR AMERICAN BAN ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF THIS CHEMICAL 
WENT INTO EFFECT. 

(B) SOVIET RESEARCH FOCUSES IN GENERAL ON THE CREATION OF 
SPECIALIZED CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS FOR PARTICULAR JOBS. AN APPROACH 
WHICH IS JUST THE OPPOSITE OF THAT EMPLOYED IN THE U.S. U.S. 
DELEGATION CONSIDERED THAT AN EXCHANGE OF SPECIALISTS IN THIS 
AREA WOULD BENEFIT U.S. RESEARCH. 

(C) SOVIETS ALSO DO MORE BASIC RESEARCH THAN WE DO. MAJOR 
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QUESTION REMAINS, HOWEVER, HOW CAPABLE THE SOVIETS ARE IN 
APPLYING LABORATORY RESEARCH GAINS TO FIELD PROBLEMS. U.S. 
DELEGATION NOTED THE SOVIETS HAVE PROBLEMS WITH ASSIMILATION AND 
INFORMATION FLOW FROM LAB TO THE FIELD AND VICE VERSA. 

(D) SOVIET EMPHASIS ON POLLUTANT EFFECTS IN THEIR RESEARCH DIFFERS 
FROM US APPROACH. SOVIETS CLAIM, AND US DELEGATION CONCURRED, 

ON THE BASIS OF WHAT THEY SAW DURING THEIR VISIT, THAT THERE IS 
MORE CONCERN IN THE USSR WITH THE PUBLIC HEALTH FACTOR, I.E., 

THE SOVIETS SEEK TO CONTROL PESTS BECAUSE THEY ARE DISEASE 
CARRIERS INSTEAD OF TO PROTECT THEIR CROPS FROM THESE PESTS. 

THE SOVIETS HAVE A LARGE SCALE PROGRAM IN THIS AREA INTO WHICH 
THEY POUR CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES. AS A CONSEQUENCE, THE SOVIETS 
ARE DOING SOME OUTSTANDING WORK IN PEST CONTROL AND, U.S. 
DELEGATION ADVISED, ARE AHEAD. 

(E) THE SOVIETS, HOWEVER, ARE PROBABLY FIVE YEARS BEHIND IN THE 
FIELD OF ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLES. THEIR 
LABORATORIES ARE GENERALLY POORLY EQUIPPED. THOUGH THE 
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US DELEGATION WAS VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE MODERN 
FACILITIES AT THE LATVIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES INSTITUTES OF 
BIOLOGY AND ZOOLOGY. 

(F) SOVIET EQUIPMENT IN GENERAL IS INFERIOR. MOST SOVIET 
LABORATORY EQUIPMENT WAS OF SOVIET-SOCIALIST BLOC ORIGIN. THIS 
SITUATION, MAY OFFER COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR AMERICAN 
PRODUCERS OF LABORATORY EQUIPMENT. (SOVIETS ALSO LACK CALCULATORS 
WHCIH WOULD CONSIDERABLY ENHANCE THEIR WORK.) 

(G) SOVIETS APPEAR TO BE IN THE PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING STANDARDS 
FOR THE USE OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS AND, 

SEEM ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN AMERICAN STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS. 

(H) US DELEGATION INFORMED US THAT THEIR HOST, DR. L. VORONOVA 

OF THE CENTRAL RESEARCH LABORATORY ON NATURE CONSERVATION OF THE 
USSR MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, SPOKE OF THE EXISTENCE OF AN INTER- 
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MINISTRY COMMITTEE TASKED TO DEVELOPMENT GUIDANCE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION. THEY THOUGHT THAT HYDROMET AND THE MINISTRIES OF 
CHEMICAL INDUSTRY AND LAND RECLAMATION AND WATER RESOURCES WERE 
AMONG THE OTHER OFFICIAL ORGANS REPRESENTED ON THIS COMMITTEE. 
VORONOVA, THEY STATED, CLAIMED TO BE A MEMBER OF THIS COMMITTEE 
AND TO HAVE VETO POWER OVER THE USE OF PESTICIDES. 
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